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Summary 

 

This report provides a general update on issues across the nine sites within 

‘The Commons’ division that may be of interest to members and is 

supplementary to the monthly email updates.   

 

 

Recommendations 

 

Members are asked to note the contents of this report. 

 

Main Report 

 

 

Burnham Beeches and Stoke Common  

  

 

1. At the time of writing, Buckinghamshire Council are conducting the final public 

consultation exercise concerning the introduction of permanent parking 

restrictions on the public highways that pass through and around Burnham 

Beeches.  As they stand, the consultation documents indicate a favourable 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcorpoflondon.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FIntranet%2FShared%2520Documents%2FCorporate%2520Strategy%2520and%2520Performance%2Fcorporate-plan-2018-2023.pdf%3Fcsf%3D1%26e%3D1fbb2g&data=01%7C01%7C%7Cc6fc1e436bab4b8e618008d866b6ead8%7C9fe658cdb3cd405685193222ffa96be8%7C1&sdata=sDv85mI%2FOnj%2B5dsZQKhkcLDM2rkDhPOobLQntBY7wHM%3D&reserved=0


outcome that will protect the important roadside verges from further damage 

whilst helping to reduce dangerous/inconsiderate parking, fly tipping and other 

nocturnal antisocial behaviours.  The Consultation closes on 8 November and 

the outcome is expected in the New Year.  

 

2. The volunteer groups at Burnham Beeches and Stoke Common have been 

active in clearing scrub from the heathland and mire areas.  Individual 

volunteers have continued the on-going monitoring programme and regular 

livestock checks. 

  

3. The Eco-volunteer Group has continued with the veteran tree survey of land 

adjacent to Burnham Beeches, both part of the Dorney Wood Estate and 

private farmland.  They have also started work on an estimate of the quantity 

of dead wood in the Beeches which we measure every 10 years. 

 

4. The ponies have been grazing the north common area of Stoke Common.  

Cattle grazing at the common finished for 2021 at the end of October.  Cows 

are still grazing in the Beeches and the others are grazing a Woodland Trust 

reserve at Penn.  The fieldwork for the annual Grazing Impact Assessments 

has been completed and regular fence checks undertaken. 

 

5. Contractors have been carrying out wood pasture restoration works funded by 

the Countryside Stewardship grants at the back of  Main Common on the 

Beeches.  

 

6. At Stoke Common contractors have also undertaken fire break improvements 

and heathland restoration works. Rangers have carried out annual cut and 

collect mowing in gorse dominated areas to help maintain open heathland 

habitat across the common. 

 

7. Work has commenced on the winter pollard programme with the initial 

clearance around the trees being carried out prior to pruning. 

 
8. Following discussions and agreement with Natural England and Historic 

England an archaeological excavation has started on Sevenways Plain Hillfort 

conducted by the project officer of the Chilterns Hillforts project.  This dig is the 

next activity to arise from the continuing partnership between the Beeches and 

this external, heritage lottery funded project.  The Archaeologist is operating a 

drop-in information point which has proved popular with visitors.  The dig 

activity also includes daily YouTube film updates of progression of the 

excavation. 

 

9. The Conservation Officer and Superintendent attended a site meeting with 

Thames Water regarding the problems with the local sewers overflowing into 



the Nile stream flowing into Burnham Beeches.  Thames Water are currently in 

an information gathering phase and may fund some ecological work on the 

invertebrates in the streams to see how they may have been impacted 

 

10. The Lord Mayor visited the Beeches in October to pollard a tree and to lunch 

afterwards at Dorney Wood.  During his visit he was also able to see the 

archaeological excavation. 

 

11. Following retirement and staff moving to new jobs, three new members of staff 

have joined the team recently including: an Apprentice Assistant Ranger who 

has already completed their first 2 college placement weeks and gained 

chainsaw certificates, an Assistant Ranger on a six-month contract to help with 

the winter habitat work, and a 1-year Fixed Term Contract (due to TOM) 

Ranger post replacing an experienced member of the team who recently 

retired.  All have had had to hit the ground running as Burnham Beeches and 

Stoke Common enters the busiest season for visitors and work programmes 

along with induction with experienced members of staff 

 

12. Events are starting to build up again in frequency.  Simply Walk has been held 

each month, two bat evenings were hosted for groups of Cubs and a visit from 

a group of Tree Officers from Gloucestershire.   Photography events, licenced 

activities have all taken place along with several school visits being hosted.  A 

new Teachers pack has proved popular with schools in the local area. 

 

13. The Bucks Fungus Group has held two forays, one each at Burnham Beeches 

and Stoke Common and individual members have also been out regularly 

throughout the season.  They have re-found the tiny orange peel fungus that 

was recorded new for Britain on Stoke Common.  A toadstool previously 

recorded there, which belongs to a hard to identify group, has been identified 

through DNA analysis as another species new to Britain. 

 

14. Burnham Beeches received Green Flag and Green Heritage Awards for 

2021/22 following judging this summer. 

 
 

PARTNERSHIPS  

Kenley Revival update  

  

15. Work to rectify the thaumasite affected conservation work has been completed. 

At the time of writing the final cost has yet to be determined. However, it is 

expected that the work in total (including architects fees and watching briefs) will 

fall within the revised additional budget of £161,000.     

 



16. The 13 tabletop signs and one small wing sign have been removed from site to 

be replaced by stronger versions that will be more resilient. Concurrently, some 

minor snagging issues from the original 2020 installation are being rectified.  

     

 
The West Wickham and Coulsdon Commons    

  

17. All the West Wickham and Coulsdon Commons received Green Flag Awards for 

2021/22 following judging this summer. In total 11 Green Flag and Green 

Heritage awards were achieved including a first-time Green Heritage Award for 

Coulsdon Common.  

 

18. An Apprentice Assistant Ranger has commenced working with the Coulsdon 

Commons team. Primarily based with the Coulsdon Common Ranger at 

Merlewood, they will be splitting time between there and Sparsholt College where 

they are working towards countryside management certification.  

 
19. The Downlands Partnership have carried out multiple conservation tasks on 

Kenley Common and Coulsdon Common with their conservation volunteers. This 

has been supported by the City of London’s central grant programme for Enjoying 

Green Spaces and Natural Environment. In September volunteers created a new 

set of steps to improve access on the steepest slopes from Whyteleafe Bank to 

Whyteleafe Hill on Kenley Common. Across three days in October, volunteers 

also carried out targeted woodland management on Coulsdon Common to 

support native flora and fauna. 

 
20. The goats provided by the Downlands Partnership Grazing service have returned 

to the Riddlesdown Quarry for winter grazing as part of an ongoing programme of 

scrub control and management of rare chalk grassland wildflowers and reptiles. 

Wildlife surveys carried out up to September have found slow worms and 

common lizards utilising refugia in the quarry. 

 
21. The Coulsdon Commons Ranger attended a meeting with the Caterham Flood 

Action group regarding regular flooding events from a Thames Water drain onto 

Coulsdon Common due to heavy rainfall. A sign has been installed at the site 

with contact details for members of the public to report pollution incidents to the 

Environment Agency and Thames Water.  

 
22. Contractors have been removing Ash trees severely affected by Ash dieback 

disease on areas surrounding footpaths and bridleways on New Hill at Farthing 

Downs and on Kenley Common. The deterioration of inflicted trees has 

accelerated in the last year with many Ash trees showing little to no canopy 

foliage during tree safety inspections in September.  

 



23. Rangers attended an event held at Farthing Downs in September to mark the 

launch of the Farthing Downs and Happy Valley Nature Trail with audio 

descriptions including French, Hindi and Polish as well as English. Over 50 

volunteers from across the world helped with translations including one as far 

away as Tahiti. This project was part of a grant to upgrade the QR trail and was 

awarded to the Friends of Farthing Downs and Happy Valley through the City of 

London’s central grants fund in 2019/20.  

 
24. The Information Ranger attended Hamsey Green Primary School near to 

Riddlesdown to give a school assembly on local wildlife. The school is applying 

for Eco School status and will be improving their connection to the natural world 

through site visits, litter picking and actions to increase local awareness about 

wildlife and the environment.  

 
25. Natural England have awarded a £7000 grant to improve information within the 

South London Downs NNR as part of a programme for Nature Recovery 

Networks in the UK. The project will create a circular walking route linking 

multiple sites within the NNR managed by the City of London and Croydon 

Council. Accompanying signage and a new map of the NNR will help guide 

visitors and offer more information about ecology, heritage and what the NNR 

designation means.  

 

26. Public consultations for the Farthing Downs and Riddlesdown 2021-2031 

Management Plans are currently active. To date, a total number of 135 people 

responded to the main actions of the plans via the Google Forms survey online. 

The responses have been overwhelmingly positive towards the proposed actions.  

 
27. The West Wickham and Coulsdon Commons Consultation Group met in 

September for a walk on Farthing Downs with the Superintendent and Head 

Ranger to discuss management actions across the sites. 

 
28. Three guided fungi walks were held on Farthing Downs, Coulsdon Common and 

Riddlesdown led by Dr Jane McLaughlin and support by the Information Ranger. 

The forays were the first public events held on the Commons since the start of 

the Covid-19 pandemic and were all well attended.  

 
29. Volunteers have been busy supporting the Rangers on numerous conservation 

tasks as part of a programme of winter work now that bird nesting season is over. 

On Coulsdon Common this has included laying 100m of hedge, Hazel coppicing 

and clearing holly from the understory of Oak woodland. On Kenley Common, 

volunteers have been coppicing Hazel, clearing scrub along grassland 

boundaries, and improving habitat for the Brown Hairstreak butterfly. On 

Riddlesdown, volunteers have made repairs to the steps into the Riddlesdown 

Quarry and have assisted Rangers to create woodland scallops at the 



grassland/woodland interface where recent chalk grassland restoration has taken 

place. On Farthing Downs volunteers have been removing a large block of 

overstood scrub on the chalk grassland which will return to herb-rich grassland. 

On West Wickham Common volunteers have been removing scrub from a newly 

created heathland glade that will link heathland habitats in the wider landscape. 

 
30. Livestock volunteers have been assisting with rotating the grazing livestock 

across the four Coulsdon Commons, rounding up injured stock and handling the 

Jacob sheep for the arrival of a loaned tup in November. The lambs born in April 

have been weaned.  

 
31. Contractors have reinforced a section of fence line bordering residential houses 

on the Woodplace Farm Fields on Farthing Downs. This has helped to extend the 

life of the fence to prevent livestock accessing gardens.  

 

Ashtead Common     

 

32. The MP for Epsom and Ewell (constituency includes Ashtead) Chris Grayling 

visited in September to find out about issues affecting the common and see 

recent conservation work.  

 

33. The Ashtead Common Consultative Group met in September for a walk to view 

work areas included in the 2022-32 Countryside Stewardship application.     

 

34. The final draft of an Internal Agreement for parties involved in Ashtead 

Common’s Countryside Stewardship scheme has been sent to Mole Valley 

District Council (MVDC) for consideration as part of the land area subject to the 

scheme is owned by MVDC, so the authority must be a signatory to the 

agreement. 

 
35. Volunteers, including two corporate groups working with TCV, have been 

working to improve the firebreak network. Several new firebreaks are prescribed 

in the 2021-31 management plan to improve the reserve’s resilience to fire. 

 
36. The nine cows provided and overseen by Surrey Wildlife Trust left the reserve on 

19 October. 

 
37. A license to operate a forest school was issued in September to a social 

enterprise aiming to develop the forest school concept on Ashtead Common. 

Early small-scale trial sessions have gone well, and it is hoped that this initiative 

will develop in the future. The Common will receive 5% of any profit made.  

 
 

 



Support Services Team (SST) 

 

38. The fixed term contract of the Assistant Administration Officer has been 

successfully extended until 31 March 2022.  Permanent posts are not possible 

until the recruitment moratorium has been lifted.  

 

 

Incidents  

 Burnham Beeches & Stoke Common  

 

39. There were 14 incidents in the period.  These included 7 of small-scale fly -

tipping on BB land beside roads leading to the local municipal waste site the rest 

were a mix of dog and PSPO related incidents, graffiti, vandalism and injured 

wildlife.  

 

 Ashtead Common  

 

40. There were three incidents during the period 27 August to 29 October. Cloudy 

water was reported as entering the Rye Brook at the surface water outlet, a dog 

chased a deer onto a neighbouring residential property, and diesel was spilt after 

a pipe connecting to our tractor’s fuel tank became dislodged whilst mowing.   

 

The West Wickham and Coulsdon Commons   

 
 

41. There were 14 incidents within the period from 25 August to 29 October. 

 

42. Four incidents related to anti-social behaviour including two relating to graffiti on 

the car park signs and yew trees at Riddlesdown, stolen goal posts on Coulsdon 

Common and a vehicle that had crashed into the iron bollards/fencing at Farthing 

Downs.  

 

43. Five incidents were related to livestock including a sheep that was attacked by a 

dog on Kenley Common, a prolapsing cow, a cow that had aborted a calf, a cow 

stuck in a fence and sheep worrying on Riddlesdown.  

 

44. Remaining incidents were related to fly tipping of tyres on Farthing Downs, trail 

markers from unlicensed running events on Coulsdon Common and reports of 

pollution from overflowing drains on Coulsdon Common.  

 

 

 

 

 



Filming, major events and other activities   

 

The West Wickham and Coulsdon Commons 

 

57. A short Christmas commercial for a supermarket was filmed on New Hill, Farthing 

Downs during September. 

  

Burnham Beeches  

  

45. A Netflix production filmed for several days in August/September. 
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